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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

MONDAY, 9 MARCH 2009 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

Pearce, Mrs. L. J. (Chairman) 
 

 Alcott, G. 
 Ball, G. D. 

   Green, M. R. 
 

Mawle, D. L. 
Williams, A. 
 

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors L. W. Bullock and Mrs. H. M. Sutton) 
 
23. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 27 January 2009 be approved as a correct record. 
  
24. Environmental Enforcement Action Plan 
  
 Consideration was given to the list of activities to be included in next year’s Environmental 

Enforcement Action Plan programme as contained in the Report of the Head of Environmental 
Health discussed at the previous meeting of the Committee. 
 
Mrs. K. Sulway, Environmental Protection Manager summarised the range of options which could 
be included in the Environmental Enforcement Action Plan.  The list related to the following 
issues:- 
 

� Duty of Care 
� Littering 
� Noise 
� Flytipping 
� Graffiti 
� Dog Fouling 
� Cleaner and Greener Agenda 
� General 

 

It was reported that if the Committee required the Environmental Health Department to carry out 
systematic visits to units on all industrial estates to determine compliance with all environmental 
legislation this would take longer than one year to be carried out.  It would also curtail the list of  
other actions that could be carried out.  The Committee considered that information on this matter 
should be sent to landlords and that they be requested to carry out spot checks.  It was considered 
that, initially, only manufacturing units should be visited by Officers. 



Environment PD Committee-09/03/09 17 

It was noted that Parking Enforcement Officers would be included in the training with regard to 
Duty of Care in addition to Police Officers. 
 
It was explained that litter patrols at fast food outlets had proven to be successful, as opposed to 
town centre patrols that had not.  It was intended to target town centre pubs with respect to 
cigarette litter and the possibility of beer mats being provided with messages on would be 
explored.  The Committee considered that the comedy event to raise litter awareness listed in the 
Report should take place at schools in the area, rather than town centres. 
 
Concern was raised with regard to the recycling collection and that operators did not always pick 
up items that dropped out of the recycling boxes when they were being loaded into the collection 
vehicle.  It was requested that the Parks and Open Spaces Manager, be asked if litter pickers 
could follow the vehicles on collection days to help overcome this problem. 
 
Councillor D. Mawle, informed the Committee that he would request all District Councillors to patrol 
their street to ascertain what litter existed on a ‘normal’ day and the day of the recycling collection. 
 
A national Noise Action Week was to take place and the Environmental Health Department 
considered that they would focus on pubs with beer gardens as noise from patrons could have an 
adverse affect on residents. 
 
With respect to continuing the covert surveillance cameras on hotspots, the Environmental Health 
Department considered that the possible use of an agency assisting in deployment and 
assessment of footage should be explored.  However, the Committee expressed a preference for 
Officers to undertake this work. 
 
The Committee expressed concern with respect to flyposting and posters etc., placed on 
lampposts, railings at weekends.  It was reported that this was a planning matter and posters were 
normally taken down and, if a telephone number was listed on the poster, this was noted.  It was 
considered that Street Wardens could possibly take a photograph of any posters and then take 
them down.  It was explained that Members wishing to report any incidents should contact the 
Planning Assistant (Enforcement). 
 

 Mrs. Sulway reported that the time spent on the dog fouling problem was disproportionate to the 
amount received in fines.  The Committee considered that a problem existed and that some form 
of non monetary reward could be offered to residents who reported incidents of dog fouling.  It was 
considered that leaflets should be distributed informing residents of the diseases that could be 
passed onto humans by dog waste.  It was requested that the potential of carrying out a name and 
shame scheme should be explored.  The Committee requested that the issue of dog fouling in 
parks should be investigated to assess if it was a significant problem.  Subject to the outcome of 
the investigation, the possibility of imposing byelaws banning dog walkers from parks and open 
spaces should be explored, particularly if other local authorities had them in place.  The Committee 
considered that the Countryside Rangers could be requested to assist in addressing this problem. 

  

The Committee considered that the Environmental Health Department should make 
representations to the Local Government Association to lobby Magistrates with a view to imposing 
a level of fines for flytipping and failing to pay Fixed Penalty Notices to act as a deterrent to others. 
 
The Committee also requested that Mrs. Sulway include the actions they had requested in the 
Environmental Action Plan, together with any other actions that the Head of Environmental Health 
considered should be taken.  Mrs. Sulway informed the Committee that the Action Plan would be 
amended and included on the agenda for a future meeting. 
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 AGREED: 
 
That the Environmental Enforcement Action Plan be amended to include those suggestions put 
forward by the Committee and that it be presented to a future meeting of the Committee. 

 
25. Work Programme 2008/09 
  
 Consideration was given to the Work Programme. 
  

The Waste and Engineering Services Manager reported that the recycling wheelie bin trial had 
commenced with sixteen streets being involved in the trial.  Residents had been provided with the 
telephone number of the nominated Officer for their particular street in order that they could raise 
any matter of concern.  It was considered that the trial was progressing well. 
 
It had been requested that information be obtained with respect to nappy recycling.  Members 
were advised that a facility was being established in Birmingham which would come into effect in 
January 2010.  Initially this would deal with hospitals, care homes etc.  The inclusion of homes 
would be explored in the future.  It was considered that if the Committee wanted to discuss this 
matter that it should be included in the third quarter of next year’s Work Programme. 

  
 AGREED: 
  
 That, at the time of considering the Committee’s Work Programme for 2009/10, nappy recycling be 

considered for inclusion. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


