
Audit and Governance Committee – 27/09/16 8 

CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

AUDIT AND GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
 

HELD ON TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2016 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:   
Councillors 

  

Witton, P.T. (Chairman) 
Cartwright, Mrs. S.M. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
Bowater, J.. 
Johnson, J.P. 

Woodhead, P.E. 

  
Also Present:      

• James Cook, Engagement Lead – Grant Thornton (External Auditors) 

• Laura Hinsley, Manager  – Grant Thornton (External Auditors) 
 

11. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were submitted for Councillors M.S. Buttery and Mrs. D. 
Grice. 

  
12. Declaration of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and 

Restriction on Voting by Members 
 
No Declarations of Interests were made in addition to those already confirmed by 
Members in the Register of Members’ Interests. 

  
13. Minutes 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 28 June, 2016, be approved as a correct 
record and signed. 

  
14. The Audit Findings for Cannock Chase District Council 

 
Consideration was given to the Report of the External Auditors. 
 
James Cook talked Members’ through a number of key aspects of the external 
auditors’ report in relation to: asset valuations; revaluation of council dwellings; 
Council accounts and Value for Money; materiality; welfare expenditure audit and 
a letter of representation requirement. 
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A Member queried what plans were being put together for future development of 
the Power Station site.  The Head of Finance replied that a working group had 
been established to agree a plan, however decontamination of the site would take 
around three years, so it would be at least four years before any site 
redevelopment could take place.  These timelines were however dependent on 
the station owners as the responsible body for decommissioning and demolishing 
the station. 
 
A Member queried when asset valuations of the leisure centres last took place 
and what future impact the most recent valuation would have on the Council’s 
finances.  The Head of Finance replied that the previous valuations were done in 
2013/14 as part of a five year rolling programme and that there would be no 
impact on the Council’s accounts or prudential borrowing as a result of the latest 
valuation. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the report of the External Auditors be noted. 

  
15. External Audit of the Statement of Accounts 2015/16 

 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Finance (Item 5.1 – 5.8 of 
the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That: 
 
(A) The contents of the report be noted, with reference to the ‘Audit Findings for 

Cannock Chase District Council’ and ‘Statement of Accounts 2015/16’ 
reports also considered as part of the meeting. 

 
(B) The Management Representation Letter be approved (to be signed off by 

the Chairman on behalf of the Committee). 
 

  
16. Statement of Accounts 2015/16 

 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Finance (Item 6.1 – 6.6 + 
separate booklet of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 
A Member queried if the Council’s cash flow situation was likely to get worse in 
the future, and if so, was the Council allowed to run into a cash deficit.  The Head 
of Finance replied that the Council was not allowed to run a deficit, however the 
issue was being addressed as part of the Financial Recovery Plan process but 
there was still work to be done. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the audited Statement of Accounts for 2015/16 be approved. 
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17. Internal Audit Quarter 1 Report 2016-17 
 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Chief Internal Auditor (Item 7.1 – 7.9 
of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
 
In respect of Appendix 4 of the report, a Member queried why recommendations 
had originally been made in respect of corporate project management for the audit 
of Leisure & Culture Major Projects.  The Chief Internal Auditor replied that 
concerns had been raised about a lack of corporate oversight for project 
management by a designated officer to ensure consistency of approach across 
departments, sharing of best practice and reducing risk.  In recent years external 
project management support had been sought for key projects and Officers in 
some departments did have project management experience.  The Head of 
Finance further replied that for high level projects Leadership Team would always 
ensure that relevant external and professional support were provided, but it was 
down to the individual project leads to identify what that support should be. 
 
The same Member then queried if a formal procedure/framework was in place to 
ensure that projects were delivered in the right way.  The Chief Internal Auditor 
replied that no such document was in place; it was left to each lead officer to 
determine the approach they will adopt for managing projects.  The issue had 
been discussed with senior management and they were happy to accept the risks 
associated with the absence of a corporate framework on the basis that Officers 
were expected to make appropriate arrangements for managing projects.  The 
Head of Finance further replied whilst no such document existed, risk 
management methodologies and procurement processes were embedded in the 
culture of the Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That: 
 
(A) The contents of the Internal Audit Report for Quarter 1 2016-17 be noted. 
 
(B) The IT Audit Plan, as set out in Appendix 5 of the report, be approved. 

  
  
 The meeting closed at 4:50 p.m. 
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
  

                     
  


