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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

CULTURE, SPORT AND SERVICES FOR CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE 
POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 
TUESDAY, 10 NOVEMBER 2009 AT 4.00 P.M. 

 
IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 

 
PART 1 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Bennett, Mrs D. J. (Chairman) 
Pearce, Mrs. L.J. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Allen, F. W. C.  
      Burnett, J. 
      Collis, C. 
 Grocott, M. R. 
 

Mitchell, C. 
Morgan, C. W. J. 
Sutton, Mrs. H.M. 

By invitation of the Chairman: Councillor J. Jillings - Safe, 
Strong and Cohesive Communities Portfolio Leader 

 
10. Apologies 

 
All Members of the Committee were present. 
 

11. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 
Voting by Members 
 
There were no Declarations of Interests. 

  
12. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 24 September 2009 be approved as a correct record. 
  
13. Options for Tackling Anti-Social Behaviour and Crime in Cannock Park 
  
 Prior to the consideration of the Report the Chairman advised Members that further correspondence 

dated 7 November 2009 had been received from Friends of Cannock Park which had been forwarded 
to all Members of the Committee.  This correspondence had been noted. 
 
She further advised that Miss Maureen Freeman had asked her to make a statement regarding a 
recent article that had appeared in the local press reporting that Miss Freeman had been attacked in 
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the park.  However, the attack actually took place in Kelvestone House car park and the offenders 
were apprehended in the park. 
 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 4.1 – 4.12 
of the Official Minutes of the Council). 

  
Mr. Nick Hackney, Community Safety Manager, gave a brief overview of the key issues contained 
within the report and outlined the background to the report.  He then explained that there were three 
options for enhancing the security and safety of Cannock Park.  Option 1 was the no cost option but 
required the active involvement of the local community and the continuation of Operation Matrix.  
Option 2 was to provide CCTV and improved lighting along with a number of additional projects.  With 
regard to the “RESPECT” Open Air Theatre project contained within Option 2 he confirmed that the 
estimated cost of £3,000 had been successfully bid for by Friends of Cannock Park. Option 3 was for 
enhanced security and closure of the park outside of normal opening hours.   He confirmed that there 
was no provision to fund any of the proposals contained within each of the options. 
 
The Community Safety Manager stated that the Committee would need to consider which of the three 
options they wished to recommend to Cabinet.   Should Members consider that the park should be 
closed then the matter would need to be referred to a meeting of the Trustees of Cannock Public 
Recreation and Pleasure Ground Charity. 
 
Members then expressed their views and concerns on the options available to them.  Some Members 
had concern regarding the survey that had been carried out to assess whether access to the park 
should be restricted at night.  Members considered that the consultation should have been more 
widespread to ensure that a true opinion of all the users of the park had been obtained.   
 
The Chairman informed the Committee that she had been involved in a project to establish football 
sessions at the Leisure Centre and these had proven to be popular.  She had spoken to the youths 
who used the park who were keen for further sporting sessions to be established, however, funding 
was an issue.   
 
Members discussed option 3 and considered that the proposal to erect perimeter fencing was costly 
and would not actually prevent access to the park.  Additionally, Members felt that locking the park 
gates at night may cause problems should the Police need to gain access if there was an incident in 
the park.   Inspector Shannaghan from Staffordshire Police advised that should the gates be locked 
the Police would be allocated a set of keys in order to gain access. 
 
A Member sought clarification as to whether any other parks in the District were locked in the 
evening. The Parks and Open Spaces Manager confirmed that Elmore Park was the only park in the 
District that was closed in the evening and this was due to there being a pond located within the park. 
 
Members noted that anti social behaviour would never be eradicated altogether.  However, it was 
considered that the multi agency approach being used to tackle anti social behaviour should 
continue, and that the good work of Staffordshire Police, Police Community Support Officers and the 
Street Wardens, who had been working together to reduce anti social behaviour in the park, be 
acknowledged. 
 
A Member highlighted a number of problems that may occur should access to the park be restricted 
at night.  He stated that before the gates were locked in the evening a check would need to be made 
to ensure that the park was empty.  In addition, locking the gates would prevent law abiding citizens 
from accessing the park.      
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Some Members commented that they had been in favour of restricting access to the park in the 
evening.  However, having considered all of the options and taken into account the views of the many 
users they now considered that the park gates should remain open. 
 
The Chairman asked whether Inspector Shannaghan wished to make any comments on this matter.  
Inspector Shannaghan stated that anti social behaviour was perceived differently by individuals and 
therefore affected people differently.  He confirmed that Operation Matrix would continue and that it 
covered the Cannock Neighbourhood Police Unit, not just Cannock Park.  He stated that there had 
been a decline in the levels on anti social behaviour over recent months. 
 
The Chairman then invited the Safe, Strong and Cohesive Communities Portfolio Leader, Councillor 
J. Jillings to speak.  He stated that, in order to open the consultation to a wider audience, PR & 
Marketing had been requested to issue a press release regarding the consultation on whether the 
park should have restricted access. He advised that Operation Matrix actually ran on a Thursday 
evening in addition to Friday and Saturday evenings.  He had spoken to a representative of 
Staffordshire Police who had confirmed that there had been a big reduction in incidents of anti social 
behaviour in the park. 
 
A Member asked for confirmation as to how many of those consulted had been youths.  The 
Community Safety Manager stated that although extensive work had been carried out with young 
people through Arts Development and PR & Marketing, it would be difficult to confirm how many of 
those consulted had been young people as the consultation was anonymous.  The consultation had 
been aimed at households so it could be assumed that very few young people had responded. 
 
A Member expressed some concern with regard to the proposal in Option 2 to provide lighting and 
CCTV.  He suggested that the park lighting may have to be significantly increased in order for CCTV 
to be effective and therefore the increased lighting may have an adverse effect on those living in the 
vicinity.  However, it was confirmed that excellent low light cameras were now available that provided 
good quality pictures. 
 
The Chairman thanked Members for their comments and views on the options outlined within the 
report.  She praised the good work of Staffordshire Police and the Street Wardens through Operation 
Matrix in tackling the problems with anti social behaviour in the park.  She thanked Friends of 
Cannock Park for obtaining the £3,000 funding for the “RESPECT” project outlined in Option 2. 
 
The Chairman requested that Members of the Committee be provided with feedback on the work 
Trading Standards had been involved in to tackle underage drinking sales. 
 
Having considered the three options set out in the report the Committee then AGREED: 
 

(A) That, in order to enhance the safety and security of Cannock Park, a report including a fully 
costed options appraisal be submitted to Cabinet recommending that Option 1 and Option 2 
be progressed and that Officers be asked to investigate alternative means of financing the 
unfunded proposals contained within Option 2. 

 
(B) That Members of the Committee be provided with feedback on the work Trading Standards  

had been involved in to tackle underage drinking sales. 
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14. Cannock Park Replacement Fencing and Gates – Stafford Road 
 

 Consideration was given to a Joint Briefing Note of the Director of Organisational Improvement and 
Director of Service Improvement (Enclosure 5.1 – 5.3 of the Official Minutes of the Council) 
 
The Director of Organisational Improvement advised that the Briefing Note updated Members on the 
current position with regards to the approved capital project to replace sections of the existing fencing 
and provide a new gated entrance to Cannock Park running parallel to the A34 (Stafford Road).  
Friends of Cannock Park had raised a number of concerns regarding this project.  A meeting had 
therefore been arranged for 20 November 2009 in order to ascertain how to address the concerns 
raised.  The Director of Service Improvement advised that Members would be kept informed on the 
progress with this project as it would be included in the quarterly performance reports that would be 
submitted to the Committee. 
 
AGREED: 
 
That the current position with regards to the scheme detailed in the Briefing Note be noted. 

  
  
 (The meeting closed at 5.35pm). 
  
  
  
 

CHAIRMAN 
 

 


