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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

HEALTH SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER, 2006 AT 3.30 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 
 

PRESENT: Councillors: 
  
 Beddows, J. (Chairman) 
  

 Davies, Mrs. M.A. Mitchell, C. 
 Jones, R.  
  

By Invitation: Johnson, Mrs. J.A., - South Staffordshire Council Representative 
Boyle, T.M., -South Staffordshire Council Representative 
Bletcher, J., - Cannock Chase Primary Care Trust (PCT) 
Willson, R., - Patient and Public Involvement Forum 
Miles, N., - Mid Staffs General Hospitals NHS Trust 
 
Bernard, Mrs. A.F., - Health Leader 

  
(An apology for absence was received from Councillor S.M. Hewitt) 
 
13. Declaration of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and 

Restriction on Voting by Members 
  
 Member Nature of Interest Type 
    
 Boyle, T.M. 

(South Staffordshire 
County Council) 

Has contracted arrangement with the 
Primary Care Trust 

Personal 

    
 Davis, Mrs. M.A. Member of Staffordshire Ambulance Trust Personal 
    
 Beddows, J. Member of Norton Canes Health Centre Personal 
    
14. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 21 August, 2006 be approved as a correct 

record. 
  



Health Select Committee 210806 4 

15. Provision of One-Way System/Car Parking Facility – Cannock Cemetery 
  
 Consideration was given to the report of the Director of Public Health  and Policy 

(enclosure 6.1 – 6.6 of the official minutes of the Council)  
 
Members were provided with additional information in relation to the Arboriculture 
Implication Assessment. 
 
The Parks and Open Spaces Manager explained that he was seeking the views of 
Members with regard to a one-way system and/or a car parking facility in Cannock 
Cemetery. Two possible options, which required consideration, were: - 

  
 � A one way system which would enter the existing gate in Pye Green Road 

and exit at a new exit in Cemetery Road, although some strengthening of the 
road and removal of trees would be required. 

   
 � A car park constructed within the cemetery grounds, which allowed for 

approximately 30 cars in 2 separate areas. 
  
 The estimated cost for the one-way system was £30,000 and a car park provision was 

estimated at between £21,000 and £25,000. 
 
Members asked about the retention of trees should they need to be removed. It was 
explained that it may not be possible to retain some of the older trees, however, other 
trees could be re-planted in the cemetery. 

  
 With regard to the possibility of a one-way system, Members raised concern with 

speeding traffic in Cemetery Road and parked cars on either side of the road, which 
would not allow for enough space for a car to pass through. Members felt that these 
problems would need to be addressed prior to any implementation of a one-way 
system. 

  
Members indicated that a site visit by the Select Committee should be undertaken to 
assess the area and the possibility of either a one-way system and/or a car park 
construction within the cemetery.  
 

 It was also considered that Councillors F.W.C. Allen and G. Alcott be invited to attend 
the site visit. 

  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That Members of the Health Select Committee undertake a site visit to Cannock 

Cemetery in order to assess the area and the possibility of either a one-way system 
and/or a car park construction within the Cemetery. 

  
16. Cannock Chase Hospital 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Nadine Miles, Head of Marketing and Service Development 

from Mid Staffs General Hospitals NHS Trust to provide a presentation regarding 
Cannock Chase Hospital. 
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It was reported, that the Primary Care Centre included an extended area for the primary 
care ‘out of hours’ service. A social work team had moved into the vacant space in 
Spring Meadow and work was now completed.  Coppice Ward was currently empty, 
although it was proposed that it would be used for an extended GP suite with work due 
to start in October 2006.  
 
She reported on The Chase Suite, Rehabilitation and Therapies Department and the 
New Theatres – Day Case where a number of changes were scheduled for this year. 
There would be no change to Hollybank, Fairoak, Littleton and Hilton Main wards. 
 
It was reported that Mid Staffs General Hospitals NHS Trust were hoping to secure 
Foundation Status by November 2007.  
 
The overarching principles for the Trust included the following: - 
 

• Clinically sustainable portfolio of services 

• Services developed closer to home 

• Meeting consumer and customer needs – reputation for delivery 

• Service quality assured by: - 
Performance management 
Peer review 
Benchmarking 
Robust governance framework 

• Capacity and capability optimised 

• Robust and sustainable financial strategy 
 
The marketing plan included engaging with G.P’s, consumer and customer surveys and 
partnerships with Capio, Scrutiny Committees and Universities. 

  
17.  PCT Re-Configuration 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Jonathan Bletcher, Cannock Chase PCT who provided an 

update regarding the PCT Re-Configuration. 
 
It was reported that from 1 October 2006 the PCT would be known as South 
Staffordshire PCT and that Mr Stuart Poyner had been appointed Chief Executive of the 
new South Staffordshire PCT currently Chief Executive for East Staffordshire PCT. 

  
 The Board of Directors would consist of the 4 previous Chairs of the PCT in addition to 

4 other Members of the Audit Committee. A Chairman had yet to be appointed although 
interviews were scheduled for 29 September 2006. He explained that the structure was 
in its draft stage with the functions of the PCT being submitted to the Strategic Health 
Authority on 29 September 2006. Interviews would take place during the first few weeks 
of October for Directors of Public Health and Medicine. In the interim period Mr John 
Peirre Parsons had been seconded to the Strategic Health Authority and that Liz 
Onions would be working on co-ordinating and business continuity. 
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18. Department of Health – A Stronger Local Voice: A Framework for Creating a 
Stronger Local Voice in the Development of Health and Social Care Services – 
Staffordshire County Council Response  
 
Consideration was given to the document from the Department of Health (enclosure 7 
of the official minutes of the Council) 

  
Jennifer Bond, Head of Policy and Performance explained that a copy response from 
Staffordshire County Council in response to the ‘A Stronger Local Voice’ document had 
been circulated to all Health Select Committee Members and talked about issues such 
as the loss of the Patient and Public Involvement Forums (PPIF’s) and the development 
of the Local Involvement Networks (LINKs). 

  
 She explained that the County had raised concerns with regard to the removal of the 

right to inspections and investigations by the PPIF’s and there were 5 elements around 
public involvement. 
 
Mr Roger Willson, Patient and Public Involvement Forum reported that he had attended 
a meeting with LINK and he recommended that the PPIF worked together with 
Overview and Scrutiny Committees. The responses that came back from the Overview 
and Scrutiny Committees suggested that the working arrangement should remain. He 
also explained that the PPIF’s were being reduced to 152.  

  
19. Agenda Items for Future Meetings 
  
 The following items would be placed on the next Agenda: - 
  
 � Health Centre Update 
 •  Report from Staffordshire County Council Health Scrutiny Committee 

 •  Discussion following cemetery site visit 

 
 

 
CHAIRMAN 

 


