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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL ACTING AS TRUSTEE OF THE CANNOCK PUBLIC RECREATION 
AND PLEASURE GROUND CHARITY 

9 AUGUST, 2006 

REPORT OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

SITING OF THE REPLACEMENT OF GATES AT CANNOCK PARK – PARK ROAD ENTRANCE 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To agree on the location of the replacement gates at the Park Road entrance of Cannock Park.  

2. Recommendations 

2.1 That, following considering the contents of this report, Members agree the appropriate position 
for the location of the replacement gates. 

3. Background 

3.1 Cannock Chase Council, in its capacity as a local authority, maintains Cannock Park and, 
owing to the expenditure on Trust land being greater than Trust income, funds that 
maintenance to the extent that the cost exceeds the income. 

3.2 In 2002, following an accident involving a vehicle leaving Cannock Park at the Park Road 
entrance, one of the brick pillars was damaged rendering the gates unstable.  The gates were 
removed into storage whilst a structural survey was undertaken.  The survey indicated that the 
brick pillar needed removing and rebuilding and the remaining pillar was also deteriorating.  

3.3 In 2004, the Council, in its capacity as a local authority, approved a Policy Option to make 
some additional car parks located in Cannock town centre pay and display.  This included the 
car park marked A in Annex 1.  The only car park in Cannock Park prior to the laying out of the 
car park in Area A, was Area B.  Due to some complaints about inappropriate use of vehicles 
along the main drive, this access was closed off by a pole barrier, leaving car park A as the 
only car park available for Park users.  Members should note that the location of the pole 
barrier is shown as alternative location on Annex 1. 

4. Current Situation 

4.1 Currently only the pole barrier is in situ leaving car park A as the main area of parking available 
for Park visitors.  This car park is continually full on a daily basis with an overspill of vehicles 
parking on and around the park entrance.  Information suggests that the majority of cars parked 
are of people visiting town centre locations other than the park.  

4.2 Members should note that irrespective of the location of the park gates, pedestrian access 
should also include disability access that confirms to DDA (Disability Discrimination act) 
requirements. 
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4.3 There are two potential sites for the location of the replacement park gates. 

 (a) In their original position 

  Advantages

  (i) Access to car park ‘A’ would only be available during park opening times, 
possibly deterring people who park all day for town centre use and not visiting 
the park. 

  (ii) If yellow lines and bollards are introduced in the park access, vehicles are 
unlikely to park in this access area. 

  Disadvantages

  (i) The Council may fail to comply with the Workplace Transport regulations if 
vehicles had to park across the entrance, if the gates were closed, i.e. refuse 
collection/delivering vehicles. 

 (b) Repositioning the gates at the alternative location (shown on plan) approximately 
where the park barrier is positioned 

  Advantages

  (i) It would remove the unsightly pole barrier. 

  (ii) Access to the car park “A” remains open at all times whether the gates are 
open or not. 

  (iii) The Council can comply with the Workplace Transport Regulations to ensure 
that vehicles do not have to park adjacent to the highway when attempting to 
enter the park. 

  Disadvantages 

  (i) Car Park “A” will continue to have free access for public parking at all times 
and information received suggests that the majority using the car park do not 
use the park. 

  (ii) Some people may continue to park in or around the access to the park which 
will require double yellow lines and bollards. 

4.4 In coming to a decision to position the gates the Trustee should be mindful of the following:- 

Relocation to the position of the pole barrier will require bollards between the new gates and 
the tennis court fence to prevent vehicular access and allow permanent pedestrian access. 

4.5 If the gates are to be re-erected in the original position, no approval is required from the 
Trustee as to the siting of the gates.   However, some bollards will be required to one side of 
the gates to allow unhindered pedestrian access and prevent parking either side of the gate 
both in the park and the public highway.   
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5. Risk Management Implications 

5.1 It is essential to provide safe access to the Park for all of is users.  The use of different 
coloured tarmac and printed signage would increase the safety of the main path for 
vehicles/pedestrians.  

6. Health and Safety Implications 

6.1 The Council’s Health and Safety Officer has advised that replacing the gates back in their 
original position may prevent the Council complying with Workplace Transport Regulations.  
The Regulations require employers to ensure vehicles can access/exit entrances without the 
need for vehicles to have to reverse in or out of an entrance.  This is especially difficult on the 
Park Road entrance which is on a bend and is shared with the Housing Area Office/others and 
therefore has 2 other turns off the main road.  The concern is if a situation arose that the park 
gates were closed at any time when vehicles were visiting the site. 

6.2 In particular delivery vehicles, refuse collection vehicles would need to park across these two 
entrances, if the gates were closed at any time, when such vehicles visited the site on any park 
business activity.  In order to resolve this issue, all relevant contractors requiring access to the 
park would be given details of park opening hours and be instructed only to visit the park during 
these times. 

7. Legal Implications 

7.1 As the gates when erected will be Trust property, the Trustee needs to be satisfied that the 
gates are fit for purpose. 

7.2 In considering where the replacement gates should be located, the Trustee must take into 
account the health and safety factors itemised in the report.  It is not sufficient to merely erect 
the new gates in the same location as the original gates without carrying out a risk assessment 
which takes into account the effect of much greater use of vehicles now than when the Park 
gates were originally located. 

7.3 In making the decisions requested of it, the Trustee must be satisfied that the proposals are in 
the best interest of the Trust and the inhabitants of Cannock who are its beneficiaries. 

8. Financial Implications 

8.1 The Trustee is advised that the Council in its capacity as the local authority will fund the 
provision of the park gates.  Direct costs of supply and fitting of the gates would be virtually the 
same irrespective of their location.  Elsewhere on the Agenda, the Trustee will be considering 
the issue of car parking charges for car park ‘A’.  Clearly, the positioning of the gates will 
impact on this issue. 

9. Human Resource Implications 
 
9.1 There are none identified in this report.  
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10. Human Rights Act Implications 

10.1 There are none identified in this report. 

11. Conclusion 

11.1 The Trustee has a recommendation in Section 2 which requires determination of the location of 
the replacement park gates, before the Council in its capacity as a local authority can arrange 
for the works to be undertaken. 
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          ANNEX 1 
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