
 

A5 Sustainable Transport 
Strategy 

 2016-2026 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Produced by the A5 Sustainable Transport Working Group on 
behalf of the A5 Transport Partnership 

 

  



Contents 
          Page 
 
           

1. Background         
 
2. Overarching Aims and Objectives 
        
3. Wider Policy Context        
      
4. Intervention Proposals        
   
5. Challenges and Opportunities 
    
6. Strategy         
 
7. Action Plan         
 
8. Delivery, Monitoring and Review  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



1. Background 
       
1.1 The A5 provides a long distance strategic route between London and Holyhead 

which forms a key route for movement that supports and facilitates access to 
economic activity and growth opportunities. The route also serves a range of 
other journey purposes such as retail and leisure/tourism trips.  
 

1.2 Whilst an overarching strategy for the A5 has been created, it is important to 
acknowledge the specific challenges and opportunities that exist along the 
corridor in relation to sustainable transport. This Sustainable Transport Strategy 
for the A5 is a ‘daughter document’ to the main strategy for the A5 Strategy and 
has been developed by the A5 Sustainable Transport Group on behalf of the A5 
Transport Partnership. The A5 Transport Partnership was formed approximately 
five years ago, and is made up of a consortium of local planning and highway 
authorities and LEPs, with the common objective of ensuring that the A5 
corridor is fit for purpose and able to support housing and employment growth 
both now and in the future. 
 

1.3 The delivery of a Sustainable Transport Strategy will have important outcomes, 
specifically in relation to influencing the local and regional economy by: 

 
o Helping to improve the reliability of journey times through maintaining 

and managing the existing transport system to minimise congestion and 
delays; 

o Facilitating public transport improvements which will help support the 
economy through improving accessibility and helping to reducing 
congestion along the corridor; 

o Helping to improve connectivity to key sites along the A5 corridor via the 
provision of new routes and services, to enable business journeys to take 
place and maximise accessibility of local labour markets to employment 
opportunities; and 

o Supporting the delivery of housing and economic growth along the 
corridor via the provision of new transport infrastructure and services.  

 
1.4 There are a number of challenges and opportunities that the delivery of further 

sustainable transport provision along the corridor must take into account. These 
are set out in chapter 5 and include, but are not limited to; 
 

o Severance issues, this is particularly relevant to realising walking and 
cycling opportunities. 

o Public transport issues, bus services are often (but not always) limited 
and do not provide a real alternative transport option for people wishing 
to cross or travel along the corridor. This is especially relevant in terms of 
people accessing certain employment opportunities.  

o Lack of safe and accessible cycling and walking routes. 
o Growth along the A5 corridor - significant growth, especially in relation to 

housing and employment sites has already occurred in numerous 



locations along the A5 corridor with further major development planned 
to come forward in the future. This will put additional pressure on the 
requirement for targeted sustainable transport options to be developed to 
serve the needs of the local resident population and local businesses.  

 
1.5 An accessibility analysis was commissioned by the A5 Transport 

Partnership to assess the current level of accessibility to key destinations 
including town centres, key employment sites and rail stations. An analysis 
of bus stop frequency was also undertaken in order to ascertain which areas 
have high and low bus availability.  
 

1.6 Accessibility maps were produced and analysis undertaken. Whilst the 
accessibility analysis is only indicative, and provides a snapshot of 
accessibility at a given point in time, the results indicate that key population 
centres generally have good accessibility by walking, cycling and bus. The 
most noticeable exception to this is the access to the future development 
sites, this was due to the accompanying infrastructure and bus services not 
yet being in place.  

 

1.7 Access to employment sites varied depending on the proximity of the 
employment site to the main population centres. Access was noticeably 
poorer the further away they are located. It must also be noted that access 
to a range of employment sites may be limited. Often services are provided 
to the nearest stop but this can be limiting in terms of employment choice.  

 

1.8 This accessibility analysis has helped shape and inform the Sustainable 
Transport Strategy for the A5. Further work may be undertaken to look at 
specific demographic groups and access to specific destinations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



2. Overarching Aims and Objectives 
 

2.1 The A5 Sustainable Transport Strategy has a number of key aims, objectives 
and expected outcomes which result from the preparation of this strategy, as 
set out in Table 1.0 below. The strategy, in conjunction with the wider A5 
Strategy can be used to support and influence a wide range of planning and 
investment plans, including Local Plan development and the HE Route 
Investment Strategies. 

 
Table 1.0 Aims & Objectives 

Mode Aim Outcome 

Overarching 

Aim 

To improve the overall sustainable 

transport offer along and across the A5 

Corridor 

 To help unlock the economic 

potential of the A5 corridor. 

 To assist with bids for funding e.g. 

LEP, Highways England, DfT. 

 Inform local policy development 

 Inform discussions to secure 

funding to mitigate against the 

impact of development 

Walking & 

Cycling 
 To improve the overall offer and 

attractiveness of walking and 

cycling as a mode of transport. 

 To reduce severance at key 

locations along the corridor 

 To develop a proactive 

approach to walking and cycling 

along the A5 with Highways 

England 

 Help inform successful bids for 

funding to deliver new cycle 

infrastructure available along the 

corridor.  

 Development along the corridor 

includes real options for active 

travel. 

Public 

Transport 
 To improve the availability and 

attractiveness of public transport 

options available to access key 

destinations, specifically in 

relation to accessing 

employment opportunities. 

 

 To help unlock the economic 

potential of the A5 corridor by 

ensuring well connected and 

accessible jobs and services. 

 Helping to inform local and sub-

regional policies (e.g. Local Plans, 

LEP Strategic Economic Plans). 

 To inform Transport Assessments 

to identify required mitigation 

measures. 

 To inform and assist discussions 

with commercial transport 

operators. 

Other 

Sustainable 

Transport 

Solutions 

 Promotion of a range of 

solutions that can deliver and 

improve the attractiveness of 

sustainable travel options. 

 

 

 To help unlock the economic 

potential of the A5 corridor. 

 Inform Workplace Travel Plans, 

required for new developments.  

 



3. Wider Policy Context 
 

3.1 The overall A5 Strategy has been prepared in the context of both national and 
local policy. The Sustainable Transport Strategy is an integral part of the wider 
strategy and therefore the wider policy context set out in the A5 Strategy is 
applicable to this Strategy. In addition to this there are a number of policy areas 
that specifically relate to sustainable transport, a short summary of which is 
provided below. 

 
 
3.2 Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA’s) 

 

Air Quality Management Areas are declared when the levels of particular gases 
such as Nitrogen Dioxide go above a pre-defined level, beyond which there is 
believed to be a detrimental impact on human health. A number of AQMA’s that 
currently exist in the vicinity of the A5 corridor are detailed in table 2.0 below. 
The Sustainable Transport Strategy for the A5 can help to have a positive 
impact on these AQMA’s by encouraging a shift towards public transport, active 
travel options and more sustainable modes of travel, including promoting a 
more positive public perception of sustainable transport options overall.  
 

3.3  Air Quality Action Plans are in place covering these six AQMAs. These have 
been prepared by the relevant Shire and Metropolitan District/Borough Council 
in conjunction with the Highways Agency and the appropriate Local Highway 
Authority (within two-tier authority areas). 

 
3.4 It is anticipated that the ECOStars fleet recognition scheme will be introduced to 

key businesses along the A5 corridor, and that the A5 Transport Partnership will 
help facilitate this. The ECOStars scheme will help fleet operators improve the 
efficiency of their operations and improve the environment through reductions in 
fuel consumption and vehicle emissions. Local improvements in fleet operation 
and efficiency will be conducive to improvements in local air quality, which will 
be particularly beneficial to parts of the A5 which are currently subject to an Air 
Quality Management Area.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Table 2.0 AQMA’s by Location 

 

Local Authority AQMA 

Leicestershire  

 Lutterworth Town Centre (High Street) 
Northamptonshire  

 Watling Street, Towcester 
Staffordshire  

  A5/Longford to Norton Canes (Cannock Chase 
DC), including A4601 Wolverhampton Road, 
Wedges Mills (South Staffs DC) 

 Entire Walsall district, including short length of 
A5 

 A5/A461 Muckley Corner, Lichfield 

Warwickshire  

Nuneaton & Bedworth 
Borough 

 Midland Road/Corporation Street 
     Leicester Road/Old Hinckley Road Gyratory 

Rugby Borough  Rugby Urban Area – specifically the Warwick 
Street Gyratory and Rugby Road, Dunchurch. 

 
 

Growth & Development 
3.4 The scale of development proposed in the vicinity of the A5 is likely to be of 

significant levels. It is anticipated that the likely level of development will equate 
to approximately an additional 58,500 homes along the corridor to 2029/31  

 
3.5 Notable developments are outlined below. Inevitably, these will lead to 

increased movements along and across the A5 corridor. It is vital therefore that 
sustainable transport options provide a real alternative to the car by which to 
travel if congestion and access constraints and air quality issues are to be 
avoided, thereby helping to facilitate wider economic growth and development 
along the corridor. 
 
Key Development Proposals, by Area 
 
Leicester & Leicestershire 
MIRA Enterprise Zone 
Magna Park 
Growth in and around Hinckley 
 
Northamptonshire 

DIRFT3 employment site expansion (this is in close proximity to the Radio 
Station Sustainable Urban Extension in Rugby, Warwickshire) 
Towcester South SUE, 3000 dwellings plus 15.5 hectares of employment land  

 
Staffordshire 
Kingswood Lakeside Employment Park, Cannock 
Land north of A5, Norton Canes, 450 dwellings 
Land west of Pye Green Road, Hednesford, 900 dwellings 



 
 
 
Warwickshire 

Rugby Radio Station Sustainable Urban Extension (6,200 households and 31 
hectares of employment) 
Rugby Gateway Sustainable Urban Extension (1,300 households and 36 
hectares of employment) 
Growth north of Nuneaton (3,530 households) 
Polesworth/Dordon (3,000 households) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



4. Intervention Proposals  
 

4.1 The results from the initial accessibility assessment highlighted the importance 
and need for residents in the vicinity of the A5 corridor to be able to access 
employment opportunities. This will become increasingly important as growth 
and development comes forward and is arguably a higher priority initially than 
improving sustainable transport connectivity to other destination types, e.g. 
leisure and educational opportunities. 

 
4.2 The Sustainable Transport Strategy for the A5 will therefore focus on improving 

access to key economic generators, particularly large existing and proposed 
employment locations along the corridor. It is anticipated that the following 
locations will form the focus of initial intervention proposals. 

 
Table 4.0 Summary of Intervention Types 

 
Key Location: future 

expansion planned to 

occur 

Walking & 

Cycling 

Interventions 

Proposed 

Public Transport 

Interventions Proposed * 

Leicestershire   

Magna Park x New services have recently 

been introduced to serve this 

site from the surrounding area. 

Mira   

Hinckley – Nuneaton 

Links 

x  

Northamptonshire   

DIRFT (from Kilsby) x  

Staffordshire   

Relay Park, Tamworth   

Centurion Park, 

Tamworth 

  

Ventura Park Retail Park, 

Tamworth 

  

Light Industrial estates, 

Bridgtown 

  

Orbital Retail Park, 

Cannock 

 Restoration of bus services 

withdrawn September 2016. 

Kingswood Lakeside  Restoration of bus services 

withdrawn September 2016. 

I54   

Amazon at Rugeley  Bus/rail services provision -

Amazon’s 1,500 permanent 
members of staff to be boosted 
by 4,500 temporary workers in 
the run-up to Christmas. 

Mill Green Retail Outlet 

Village, Cannock 

 Bus/rail service provision to tap 

4m visitors pa. 

Sketchley Brook   



Access across A5/A449 

Gailey junction 

x  

Warwickshire   

Birch Coppice 

(particularly from 

Tamworth) 

x New bespoke commercial 

services have recently been 

introduced by the operator to 

serve Birch Coppice.  

Atherstone – TNT/Aldi x Services will be developed in 

conjunction with local bus 

operators to serve this site 

appropriately. 

Growth around Nuneaton 

– inc links to Nuneaton 

x New services are currently 

being developed in order to 

serve Nuneaton’s growth. 

A5 Smarter Transport Interventions 

Promotion of car sharing schemes 

Personalised travel planning (employment and residential) 

Real Time Passenger Information 

Variable Message Signing – Improved passenger information along the corridor 

Intelligent Transport Systems 

 

*Specific proposals to develop Public Transport interventions need to be developed as 
part of the Action Plan.  

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Challenges and Opportunities  

 
5.1 There are a number of opportunities and challenges that the A5 Sustainable 

Transport Strategy must take into account to ensure its successful 
implementation. These are set out in the table below; 
 
 
Table 4.0 Challenges & Opportunities 

 
 Challenges Opportunities 

Funding Developer Funding – Funding 

secured via S106 can be 

regarded as ‘cliff edge funding’  

- once funding expires it can 

be difficult to sustain the 

service if it has not become 

commercially viable.  
Commercial Services – 

Services introduced on a 

commercial basis may not 

prove to be viable and 

therefore require additional 

funding to continue.  
Kick Start Funding – New 

services may initially require 

kick start funding. This may 

prove challenging to acquire 

and local authorities do not 

generally have revenue to 

support new services in  their 

infancy. 

Developer Funding – Local 

Development may provide the 

opportunity to access funds via 

S106/CIL to provide funding for 

infrastructure and start-up funding for 

services. The quantity of new 

development proposed along the 

corridor may provide a real 

opportunity to access this funding 

source. This is particularly relevant for 

cycling and walking infrastructure.  

 

Commercial Services - new services 

may tap into previously unmet 

demand and prove to be commercially 

viable in a short period of time. 
Other Funding Opportunities - The 

A5 Transport Partnership must be 

ready to take advantage of other 

funding opportunities that may arise 

e.g. from DfT, Highways England, 

LEP’s etc. Interventions should be 

developed sufficiently to enable high 

quality bids to be submitted for 

funding. 

 

Defra’s damage cost approach to 

evaluating developer contributions 

towards mitigation schemes should be 

considered. This is based on 

calculating traffic associated 

emissions and evaluating an 

associated financial cost.  

 

Severance Issues 

(walking & cycling) 

In a number of locations the 

A5 acts as a barrier and often 

severs key walking and cycling 

routes. A key challenge is to 

identify key routes where 

severance issues can be 

overcome.  Challenges exist in 

Connectivity and accessibility can be 

dramatically improved by addressing 

key severance points. This will 

provide improved accessibility to key 

employment locations and between 

communities. Further liaison with 

Highways England will enable key 



terms of journeys that traverse 

the A5 and those that travel 

along the route. 

severance issues to be prioritised.  

Public Transport 

Usage & Commercial 

Service Development 

PT Usage - Public Transport 

routes are often limited and do 

not provide a real alternative 

transport option for people 

wishing to access employment 

opportunities, this is especially 

relevant for opportunities that 

involve shift working/non-

standard hours. People may 

also be deterred from using 

public transport due to crime 

and fear of crime. 

 
Commercial Service 

development - The 

development of commercial 

services especially if a strong 

evidence base is absent or 

other partners are unwilling to 

engage may prove 

challenging.  

 

 

 

 

 

Operators may be willing to work with 

the A5 Transport Partnership and 

employers to develop new, bespoke 

public transport services that are well 

utilised and commercially viable. Shift 

patterns may need to be taken into 

account in the development of new 

services to ensure they are tailored to 

working patterns. There is potential for 

operators to be invited to future A5 

Group meetings. 

 

Working with local 

employers/key 

employment sites 

It may prove challenging to 

encourage multiple employers 

located on one employment 

site to work in partnership to 

improve sustainable transport 

opportunities for employees.   

Opportunities exist to develop wider 

partnerships with employers/public 

transport operators and local 

authorities to improve transport 

options available to staff. A specific 

transport meeting for businesses 

located along the A5 may be 

facilitated to aid this wider discussion 

Opportunities exist to facilitate the   

creation of Business Improvement 

Areas in some areas along the A5. 

Growth & 

Development  

Significant growth, especially 

in relation to housing and 

employment sites has already 

occurred in key locations along 

the A5 corridor and further 

development is due to come 

forward in the foreseeable 

future. This will put further 

pressure on the need for 

realistic and sustainable 

transport options to be 

developed to serve the needs 

of the local resident population 

and businesses. 

Significant levels of growth provide a 

significant opportunity to leverage 

funding that can be used to fund key 

interventions. Residential 

developments provide an optimum 

opportunity to influence the travel 

choices made by residents and 

encourage them to use more 

sustainable modes where appropriate, 

(e.g. the Rugby SUE), new residents 

can be encouraged to use alternative 

transport modes via new home packs 

and personalised travel planning 

initiatives. 



Air Quality Low emission initiatives on the 

M6,  this may divert  polluting 

vehicles onto the A5.  There is 

potential for a  low emission 

zone be implemented along 

the A5. 

There is the potential  to further 

consider the opportunity to  

encourage optimal utilisation of the 

M6 Toll as a means of reducing traffic 

levels along the A5 (and potentially 

improve air quality), whilst maintaining 

good connectivity across the area. 

 

There is an opportunity to assist 

Highways England to identify issues 

concerning air quality. HE has 

commenced work on the air quality 

pilot study for the M6 in the West 

Midlands. This includes engagement 

with authorities along the length of the 

M6 between its northern and southern 

intersections with the M6 Toll. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. The Strategy 
 

6.1 This section of the A5 Sustainable Transport Strategy sets out the strategy for 

the delivery and promotion of sustainable transport modes and related 

infrastructure available along the A5 for the next 10-15 years, in order to deliver 

the wider objectives and outcomes.  

 

6.2 The strategy is based on a range of policy statements which will provide the 

basis for sustainable transport provision along the A5 until 2031. This is 

essential to enable the A5 corridor to function efficiently and will support the 

longer term economic development and growth proposals. 

 
Policy STS 1: Integration 
The A5 Transport Partnership, will, where appropriate, deliver improvements via  
appropriate Local Authority/Partner/Private Sector mechanisms.   

 
The wider transport strategies of the Partner Local Authorities and Highways 
England will have a significant impact in terms of improving and promoting 
sustainable transport options. This will include; 
 

 Improving the availability, accessibility, affordability and acceptability of public 
transport; 
 

 Improving the attractiveness of walking and cycling for journeys to local 
destinations by improving routes and facilities;  
 

 Reducing the impact of severance; and  
 

 Improving the travel choice to employment sites through travel planning 
techniques and promoting different transport options through provision of travel 
information to key target potential users. 

 
 
Policy STS 2: Improving Access to Employment by Public Transport 
The A5 Transport Partnership will, where appropriate, consider the findings of the 
accessibility analysis in future bus network planning and performance and will work 
closely with bus operators to improve the availability of public transport linked to 
new and emerging strategic employment and housing sites. 
 

 
The A5 Transport Partnership will consider key accessibility issues when new bus 
routes are planned.  



 Local authorities should also seek to work with operators when new 
commercial services are devised in order to maximise the benefits of such 
routes. 

 Appropriate funding from new developments should be secured where 
possible by partnership members to kick start commercial services 

 Operators will be encouraged to develop new routes on a commercial basis. 
 

 
Policy STS 3: Improving the Attractiveness of Public Transport 
The A5 Transport Partnership, in conjunction with partners, will seek ways by 
which the attractiveness of public transport can be improved as a mode of travel to  
access employment opportunities.  
 
 
 
 
Policy STS 4: Improving the Attractiveness of Walking and Cycling and other   
sustainable modes 

The A5 Transport Partnership will work with partners to improve the attractiveness 
of walking and  
cycling to access employment opportunities and improve links between 
communities. 
 
 
 
The A5 Transport Partnership will seek to increase usage of sustainable transport 
modes by improving the attractiveness of different modes. This can be achieved 
by; 
 

o Working with commercial operators to promote attractive fares and 
promotions. 

o Working with local employers to promote sustainable modes and provide 
incentives for those employees making smarter travel choices. 

o Providing new infrastructure where appropriate to make cycling and walking 
journeys more attractive. 

 
 

 
Policy STS 5: Cycling - Reducing Severance & Improving Connectivity 
The A5 Transport Partnership will seek to reduce severance and improve 
connectivity along the A5 corridor to help facilitate increased levels  
of walking and cycling. 
 
 
The A5 Transport Partnership will seek to provide new infrastructure where 
appropriate for key walking and cycling trips to reduce severance. This will be 
achieved by ensuring that schemes are developed to a point where bids can be 
submitted for external funding and S106 monies be clearly justified.  
 
 
 



 
Policy STS 5: Promotion of Smarter Choices 

The A5 Transport Partnership will seek to promote a range of smarter choices in 
relation to how people travel. The Partnership will also work with local businesses 
and haulage operators to help improve their operational efficiency, thereby 
improving vehicle fuel consumption, reducing emissions and helping air quality to 
improve. 

 
The A5 Transport Partnership will seek to develop partnerships with local 
employers/employment sites to help promote smarter choice travel options to 
employees, including; 
 

o Roll out and promotion of a car share database. 
o Personalised travel planning for employees, where appropriate. 
o Fare & ticketing incentives. 
o Facilities on site to make alternative travel options more attractive. 
o Investigates the options around implementing/expanding a ‘Wheels to 

Work’ scheme. 
 

The A5 Transport Partnership will work with haulage operators and other local 
businesses along the A5 corridor to help introduce the ECOStars fleet recognition 
scheme. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. Action Plan 
 

Scheme Estimated 

Cost 

Delivery 

Mechanism 

Delivery 

Responsibility 

Implementation 

Period
1
 

Additional Information, including 

intervention detail where known 

Corridor-wide      

Overall Action 

Develop a Sustainable 

Transport Strategy for the 

A5 Corridor, including a 

package of improvements 

covering public transport, 

walking, cycling and 

smarter choices/changing 

travel behaviour 

measures 

tbc Central 

Government 

Local Authority 

funding 

Developer 

Funding 

HE Funding 

 

 

Highways England 

Staffordshire CC 

Leicestershire CC 

Warwickshire CC 

Northamptonshire 

CC 

Walsall MBC 

Developers 

Medium Work has been undertaken to look 

at accessibility to help inform the 

gap analysis. Local authorities and 

the A5 Transport Partnership now 

need to take individual actions 

forward to further progress and 

ensure the development and 

implementation of the strategy.  

To identify key areas where 

there are gaps in 

sustainable transport 

provision 

£5000 Via STS 

partnership 

Each Authority as 

appropriate 

Short Complete. This has been completed 

for the corridor as a whole.  

Individual authorities are now to 

identify local specific corridors for each 

mode. Area/location specific 

accessibility calculations may be 

undertaken to provide a more detailed 

picture for specific locations in the 

future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scheme Estimated 

Cost 

Delivery 

Mechanism 

Delivery 

Responsibility 

Implementation 

Period
1
 

Additional Information, including 

intervention detail where known 

To identify where the quality 

of infrastructure acts as a 

barrier to the utilisation of 

sustainable transport 

modes. This could include; 

- Street lighting 

- Quality and position of 

bus stops. 

- Pedestrian facilities to 

enable the safe 

crossing of  busy 

roads. 

- Adequate cycle 

infrastructure provision, 

including cycle parking. 

 

tbc Individual 

Authorities plus 

HE 

Each Authority as 

appropriate. 

A5 Sustainable 

Transport Partnership 

to monitor progress. 

Short Initially this piece of work should focus 

on the quality of infrastructure at key 

employment locations. 

To promote ECOstars to 

key businesses and 

haulage operators that are 

based along the A5 corridor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cost for  

providing 

facilitating  

event tbc 

A5 Partnership A5 Partnership Short This will be achieved by the A5 

Transport Partnership facilitating an 

event whereby key transport operators 

located in the vicinity of the A5 will be 

introduced to the Eco-stars 

programme. Exposure to the 

programme will help businesses to 

realise the potential air quality and 

operational saving benefits of signing 

up to the scheme. 

 

 



Scheme Estimated 

Cost 

Delivery 

Mechanism 

Delivery 

Responsibility 

Implementation 

Period
1
 

Additional Information, including 

intervention detail where known 

Bus Improvements 

To identify key 

corridors/routes where bus 

routes could be 

implemented or easily 

extended to serve new 

communities and 

destinations, with a focus on 

serving large employment 

sites, e.g. Magna Park, 

Birch Coppice, i54. 

TBC, 

depending on 

routes, 

subsidy 

requirements 

and 

patronage. 

Costs should 

be identified 

on a route by 

route basis.  

Local Authority 

Developer 

Central 

Government 

Each Local Authority 

should ensure that 

routes are identified 

and funding secured 

as part of the wider 

planning process. 

Specific routes to be 

identified and 

communicated to the 

Partnership. 

Short – initial 

review and 

identification of 

routes. 

 

On-going as 

new 

developments 

come forward. 

Whilst corridors may be easily 

identified funding new services is 

particularly challenging for Local 

Authorities. Funding via developers 

can subsidies services initially but work 

should be undertaken with the 

operator to grow the service so it can 

operate commercially at the end of the 

subsidy period.  

To establish a package of 

desired bus service 

improvements to discuss 

with relevant local 

operators. 

 Relevant Local 

Authority and bus 

operators. 

Each Local Authority 

should investigate the 

potential for this in 

their own local 

authority area. There 

is also potential to 

drive this initiative 

forward as the A5 

Partnership as a wider 

operator/business 

consortium.  

On-going Service improvements can vary in 

complexity and may include changing 

location of stops to ticket incentives to 

encourage commuters.  No funding is 

currently available to progress this, it is 

anticipated that bus operators can be 

encouraged to deliver small scale 

changes on a commercial basis. 

To identify improved routes 

/stopping pattern in large 

employment sites e.g. 

DIRFT 

tbc Relevant Local 

Authority and bus 

operators with 

input from 

relevant 

employers. 

Individual local 

authorities as 

appropriate. 

Short Funding to be identified in order to 

progress this scheme.  

Cannock Employment sites 

Bus Quality Partnership 

 

tbc Staffordshire CC 

TfWM 

Cannock Chase 

Staffordshire CC 

TfWM 

Medium Need bus access restored to key 

employment sites including Kingswood 

Lakeside and Orbital Centre.; Amazon, 



DC 

Developer 

Funding 

Rugeley and i54 services introduced. 

National Express introduced 

Stafford/Hednesford/Cannock – i54 

bus services, April 2015, with S106 

funding for two years. 

Nuneaton – Atherstone – 

Tamworth Quality Bus 

Corridor 

£0.250m LTP Warwickshire CC 

Staffordshire CC 

Short/Medium Joint aspiration of WCC and SCC. No 

funding currently available to progress 

the scheme. 

Walking and Cycling 

To identify key cycle 

routes/potential routes that 

would benefit from 

upgrade/creation  

tbc  Each authority as 

appropriate 

Short  

Bids for funding to deliver 

identified schemes to be 

created and submitted as 

appropriate. 

 HE Funding 

Local Authority 

Funding 

Central 

Government 

Funding 

Developer 

Funding 

LEP Funding 

Each Local Authority 

/LEP as appropriate. 

On-going HE to provide further information 

regarding their funding stream, 

including bidding process and 

timescales. There is potential to 

engage with Sustrans in order to 

develop funding bids. 

 

Central government funding is often 

available as a single opportunities  

A5 Cycling proposal 

Churchbridge to Brownhills 

~£3m 

 

Highways 

England 

Highways England Short COMPLETE Highways England 

initiative to fund a cycle scheme 

between Churchbridge and Brownhills. 

Scheme construction started on 26th 

November  2015, with completion by 

31st April 2016. 

MIRA to Nuneaton and 

Hinckley – Cycle Route and 

other Sustainable Transport 

measures 

£3m Developer 

Funding 

RGF 

Highways England 

Developers 

Short COMPLETE Works completed and 

new bus services operational. Forms 

part of the mitigation package for the 

redevelopment of MIRA. 

Key improvements for 

walking links to be identified 

TBC Local Authority 

and Developer 

Local Authorities  On going These are likely to be short links that 

help connect modes of transport or to 



Funding the final destination. No funding has 

been identified to deliver these 

schemes. Funding should come 

forward via S106 if possible. 

 

Smarter Travel Choices 

To investigate the feasibility 

of introducing smarter 

sustainable travel choices at 

key employment locations. 

This could include; 

- Roll out and promotion 

of Liftshare 

- Personalised travel 

planning 

- Local cycle guides 

  

 Central 

Government 

specific funding. 

Developer funding  

Local Authority 

funding as 

available 

Local Authorities to 

lead specific projects 

as appropriate.   

On going  

There is no budget currently available 

to developer a Smarter Choices 

programme along the A5 corridor as a 

whole. Funding should be secured 

from developers and central 

government as available.  

 

 

Rail 

To promote improvements 

to services and rail facilities 

where feasible, including 

upgrading information 

provision and cycle parking 

etc. 

TBC TOCs 

WMR 

Local Authorities 

DfT 

Local Authorities 

TfWM 

WMR 

DfT 

TOCs 

 

Short Additional cycle parking has recently 

been installed (summer 2016) at 

Nuneaton Station. 

 

 

Improvements should be influenced via 

the franchise renewal process (e.g. 

liaison with West Midlands Rail for 

some services) and in franchise 

discussions with the TOC. Each Local 

Authority should undertake this role. 

 

NUCKLE Heavy Rail 

Improvements – 

Leicester/Nuneaton to 

Coventry/Leamington 

£16.077m 

(Phase 1.1) 

 

 

Major Scheme 

funding 

Local Growth 

Deal 

TfWM 

Coventry CC 

Warwickshire CC 

Leicestershire CC 

Short/Medium Phase 1.1 now operational with new 

stations at Coventry Arena and 

Bermuda Park, and platform 

extensions at Bedworth. Phase 1.2 will 



Spa/Thames Valley £15m (Phase 

1.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

£11.321m 

(Phase 2) 

LTP 

Developer 

Funding 

ERDF 

DfT Rail 

Network Rail 

Midlands Connect 

TOCs 

provide a new bay platform at 

Coventry station and track and 

signalling works to enable a doubling 

of train frequency between Nuneaton 

and Coventry. 

Phase 2 will deliver Kenilworth Station. 

The scheme is fully funded and due to 

be delivered in  2017. 

Phase 3.1 (Le-Nuckle) is currently in 

development, and will allow through 

rail services to be reinstated between 

Coventry and Leicester. 

Rugeley – Cannock – 

Walsall – Birmingham 

‘Chase Line’ Linespeed 

Upgrade 

£5.4m Central 

Government 

Network Rail Medium Approval in the Autumn 2011 

Spending Statement, delayed to CP5. 

Final approval Winter 2017.  

Rugeley – Cannock – 

Walsall – Birmingham 

‘Chase Line’ Electrification 

 

£78m Central 

Government 

Network Rail Short Approved July 2012 HLOS. 

Construction commenced November 

2013, with completion by December 

2017. Electric services due to start 

2018. 

‘Chase Line’ station 

upgrades 

tbc Central 

Government 

GBS/SS LEPS 

Developer 

Funding 

Network Rail 

TfWM 

TOCs 

Medium Station upgrades for electrification 

December 2017, including Cannock 

station. Ongoing discussions with rail 

industry are taking place. 

Promote and support the 

development of new 

stations, where appropriate 

to serve key 

communities/destinations 

tbc Central 

Government 

Local Authorities 

Network Rail 

WMR 

Train Operating 

Companies 

CWLEP 

Local Authorities as 

appropriate 

Network Rail 

WMR 

TOCs 

Medium/Long NUCKLE 3.1 (Galley Common) 

Rugby Parkway 

 

 



Improved signing to relevant 

rail stations e.g. Atherstone 

Rail Station – Signing 

Improvements 

£5-10K LTP 

HA 

Train Operators 

West Midlands 

Rail 

Highways England 

 

Short/Medium This primarily relates to requests from 

Atherstone Rail Users Group for better 

signage to Atherstone rail station from 

the A5. 

 

Warwickshire County Council have 

made clear its aspirations, via West 

Midlands Rail to see Atherstone station 

be further developed into a ‘rail’hub’. If 

this aspiration is bought forward then 

adequate signing is even more 

important.  

 
 
 
 



8. Delivery, Monitoring and Review 
 
 
Delivery 
 
8.1 It is anticipated that the Sustainable Transport Strategy will be delivered by 

the constituent members of the Sustainable Transport Group. The work of this 
group will be directly overseen by the A5 Transport Partnership and A5 
Member Partnership. Transport operators, major employers and other key 
organisations will be invited to work with these groups as necessary. 

 
8.2 Funding to deliver the Action Plan will be sought from a variety of sources, 

including Central Government/ Highways England, LEP, Developers (S106, 
S278 and Community Infrastructure Levy) and Local Government.  

 
Monitoring and Review of the Strategy 
 
8.3 The delivery of the Sustainable Transport Strategy will be monitored by the A5 

Transport Partnership and A5 Member Partnership on a regular basis. The 
Sustainable Transport Strategy and its associated Action Plan will be 
incorporated into the wider A5 Strategy, which itself will be periodically 
reviewed. 

 
 
 
 


