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Your Council Tax: 
Frozen for 2014-15
For 2014, we have frozen council tax levels. This means that the amount 
of council tax you pay to Staffordshire County Council has not changed 
for the fourth year in a row. Not only will this help to reduce the cost 
of your daily living, but it means you get the very best value from the 
council tax you pay. 

This year we continue to invest our budget in the areas that you’ve 
told us are important to you-access to good quality jobs, to feel safe, 
healthy and happy. We’re clear that we need to put every penny of 
our taxpayers’ money into the things that really matter to you and 
make a difference to your lives. In this booklet you can read how we’ve 
targeted resources to do this.  

We’re proud of Staffordshire and that’s why we want to do all that we 
can to make the county a better place to live. Part of this is about making 
sure we listen to you and how you think we can shape the future when 
so much around us is changing, which is why we’ve introduced more 
ways for you contact us. Your views are important to us and we always 
welcome your comments and suggestions. Do get in touch!

In 2014 and 2015 

We will continue to listen and work with you to make 
Staffordshire a better place. 

If you have ideas on how we might do things differently,   
please get in touch:

Email: communications@staffordshire.gov.uk

Tweet us a question: @staffordshireCC

Find us on Facebook:  facebook/yourstaffordshire 

Sign up to receive our online magazine with the latest news  
and information at www.mystaffordshireextra.org.uk 

Find out more
There is much more information about council tax and our   
spending at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/counciltax 

To find out more about our work call 0300 111 8000 
or visit www.staffordshire.gov.uk

If you would like this information in 
large print, Braille, audio tape/disc, 
British Sign Language or any other 
language, please ring 0300 111 8000

 

 

County Councillor Philip Atkins
Leader of the Council

Rural jobs increasing - around 
20% of all jobs now in rural areas

of young people 
think their local 
area is a good 
place to live

since 2002

casualties
down by

33%

invested to bring superfast 
broadband to 97% of homes 
by Spring 2016

£7.4m
New businesses survive 
longer in Staffordshire

Our sources of information:
We have used a variety of sources to bring together 
the information in this leaflet. You can find out more 
at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/counciltax 

since 2009
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86% Your Council Tax:
Frozen for 2014-15

No rise for the 
last four years



Where our money comes from 

What will you have to pay in 2014-15?

Depending on the “band” of your 
home, you will pay from April 2014:

We are making the most    
of your money

Your money helps pay towards your local area including, encouraging 
local jobs and growth, education, public transport and roads, libraries 
and leisure centres, looking after older people and vulnerable adults and 
children. Often we do this in partnership with others, and more and more 
we’re examining new ways of doing things better. Below is a summary of 
our income and expenditure. 

Living in Staffordshire: 
What’s important to you? 
We regularly ask residents how we should focus public resources 
to make Staffordshire a better place. Here are a few examples: 

Family life 

• Cost of living and access to jobs 

• Children’s education and prospects

• Support when there are relationship issues within   
 their families 

What’s important: 

• The standard of learning in pre-school children measured against the   
 Government’s Early Learning benchmark increased between 2010   
 to 2012 and is now 4% above national average 

• Three-quarters of schools rated as ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted;   
 an increase of 14% over 2013 

• Focussed on improving health.  Life expectancy at birth increased over  
 the past four years: Women 81.5 years risen to 82.9. Men 77.8 years   
 risen to 79.1

What we’ve done:
Vulnerable residents 

• Staying independent

• Being able to get personal budgets, health and social   
 care, housing, and employment

What’s important: 

• Invested in Staffordshire Cares, a website offering everyone information  
 on care and enjoying an active lifestyle. It’s helped 50,000 people to be   
 more independent. 

What we’ve done:

Young adults 

• Having an affordable place to live

• Have access to affordable public transport

What’s important: 

• Doubled the number of apprenticeships. SCC has been one of the top   
 100 employers of apprentices in England for the last two years 

• More than 30,000 eleven to nineteen years olds use ‘Your Staffordshire  
 Card’ for bus trips around Staffordshire at just £1 per journey 

What we’ve done:

Roads

• A well maintained road network

What’s important: 

• Invested an additional £50m in highway improvements since 2009 and   
 improved the condition of Staffordshire’s roads by 10%

What we’ve done:

Jobs

• Getting a good job in a competitive market

What’s important: 

• Invested to attract over 8,500 new jobs since 2010, reducing unemployment 

• Helped 100 small businesses struggling to get finance by securing    
 funds from Staffordshire Small Business Loans; creating or    
 safeguarding jobs 

• For nine consecutive months in 2012-13 fewer people claimed Job   
 Seekers Allowance in Staffordshire; lower than national and    
 regional levels 

What we’ve done:

What we spend Schools Income from your 
Council Tax, Government 
Grants and Business Rates
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£ 278.3 m

£ 233.8 m

£ 521.6 m
£ 512.2 m

2014/15

2013/14

Income from 
other charges

Our total income £1,197.5 million

£684.83
£798.97

£913.11
£1,027.25

Band A
Band B
Band C
Band D

£1,255.53
£1,483.81

£1,712.08
£2,054.50
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10%

22%

22%

Central 
Government

Your Council Tax

*  The funding for schools has reduced due to the number of schools   
 becoming academies

£114.7m

Fees, Charges 
and Other Grants

£271.1m

£269.2m

38%

School Funding
£451.5m

8%
Business Rates 
£90.9m


