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Screening assumptions  

3.6 The screening stage of the HRA will take the approach of screening each policy or site allocation 

individually.  For many of the types of impacts, screening for likely significant effects will be 

determined on a proximity basis, using GIS data to determine the proximity of potential 

development locations to the European sites that are the subject of the assessment.  However, 

there are many uncertainties associated with using set distances as there are very few standards 

available as a guide to how far impacts will travel.  Therefore, during the screening stage a 

number of assumptions will be applied in relation to assessing the likely significant effects on 

European sites that may result from the Local Plan (Part 2), as described below.  These 

assumptions draw from the information gathered during the HRA of the Local Plan (Part 1) as 

appropriate, as well as the conclusions reached (see box below).   

Conclusions of the HRA Report for the Local Plan (Part 1) 

Screening 

Cannock Chase SAC was identified as potentially experiencing significant effects as a result of the 

Cannock Chase Local Plan (Part 1).  Policies CP1 (Strategy), CP6 (Housing Land ), CP8 

(Employment Land), CP10 (Sustainable Transport) and CP11 (Centre Hierarchy) were assessed as 

having potential significant effects with regards to an increase in nitrogen oxides (NOx) deposition 

caused by traffic on roads, particularly the A513, A460 and A34.  Policies CP1, CP6 and CP10 were 

also identified as potentially having significant effects with regards to increased recreational 

disturbance. 

In-combination effects 

Increased NOx deposition and recreational disturbance at Cannock Chase SAC were identified as 

potentially arising from the Cannock Chase Local Plan (Part 1) in-combination with development 

in the wider region, particularly Lichfield, Stafford and South Staffordshire. 

Cannock Chase SAC 

The HRA identified that air quality modelling is required to determine the increased traffic use on 

affected roads that is likely to arise as a result of the new housing policies.  The HRA 

acknowledged that the Local Plan supports pollution control through monitoring outcomes and 

indicators, ensuring provision of key Physical and Green Infrastructure as identified in the 

Infrastructure Delivery Plan and preparing Supplementary Planning Documents to support 

delivery of the key policy areas related to this objective.  The HRA gave a series of 

recommendations for policy wording of the plan to reduce impacts of air pollution on biodiversity.  

Many of these were included in the modifications to the Local Plan (Part 1). 

The HRA also recommended inclusion of policy wording to ensure suitable provision of suitable 

alternative natural greenspace (SANGs) to help manage recreational impacts.  Again, many of 

these were included in the modifications to the Local Plan (Part 1). 

Cannock Extension Canal SAC 

The HRA concluded that planned restoration of the Hatherton Branch Canal that avoids a 

connection into the Cannock Extension Canal SAC will avoid adverse effects on the integrity of this 

site.  The HRA recommended monitoring of water quality in the SAC and monitoring of visitor 

numbers and visitor behaviour. 

West Midland Mosses SAC 

West Midland Mosses SAC was screened out on the basis of further information regarding 

recreational disturbance received by the Council from Natural England (12th May 2011).  This 

stated that the main area of the SAC vulnerable to recreational pressures was Abbots Moss SSSI 

(approximately 64km from the Cannock Chase district).  An orienteering event in 2005 appears to 

have been the last recreational activity of note on the site and difficulties in accessing the site 

appear to have stopped any major interest in the site for leisure activities.  (The part of the site 
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implementation, the modification of policies to include alternative solutions or locations for 

particular developments or the omission of policies where no alternatives exist.  
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4 Next Steps 

4.1 This Scoping Report has introduced the HRA process that will be undertaken in relation to the 

Cannock Chase Local Plan (Part 2) as it is prepared, and has presented the information that was 

gathered during the HRA of the Local Plan (Part 1) which will be drawn on for the HRA of the Local 

Plan (Part 2). 

4.2 Once Cannock Chase Council has produced the first full iteration of the Local Plan (Part 2), 

expected to be the Proposed Submission document, it will be subject to HRA in line with the 

methodology presented in Chapter 3 of this report. 

4.3 The HRA report will be updated as required throughout the preparation of the Local Plan (Part 2), 

with the HRA report relating to each iteration of the Local Plan (Part 2) being published during 

consultation periods.  Specific consultation will be undertaken with Natural England as the 

statutory consultation body for HRA on this Scoping Report and subsequent HRA Reports prepared 

by LUC as the Local Plan (Part 2) progresses. 

 

LUC 

December 2016 
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Appendix 1  

Attributes of European sites included in the HRA of 

Cannock Chase Local Plan (Part 2)
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Appendix 2  

Review of Potential for In-Combination Effects with 

other Local Authority Plans
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