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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

MONDAY, 15 OCTOBER 2007 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Mawle, D.L. (Chairman) 
Yates, Ms. W. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Alcott, G. 
 Ball, G. D. 
 Bullock, L.W. 
 

Jones, R. 
Martin, G.R. 

 
 By invitation:  Councillor A. Williams, Environment Leader 
 

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. Burnett and Mrs. A. E. Jones). 
  
11. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 4 September 2007 be approved as a correct record. 
  
12. Local Development Framework Policy Presentation 
  
 The Select Committee received a presentation from the Planning Services Manager on the Local 
 Development Framework Policy Presentation.  He provided the Committee with updates on the 

following issues:- 
  
 Regional Spatial Strategy 
  
 It was explained that the Regional Spatial Strategy was at the Phase 2 Revision stage following 

an extensive consultation process carried out during July and August 2007. 
  
 • Housing 
  
 It was being proposed that Cannock Chase Council would provide a maximum of 5800 new 

dwellings, net of demolitions, between 2006-2026.  This was broadly in line with option four of 
the Site Allocations Development Plan Document.  Taking into account those completed, under 
construction, planning permissions and identified urban capacity, this left between 25-33 
hectares of new land to be found outside the three urban areas to accommodate 850-1000 
dwellings.  
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 Members were concerned with regard to the number of residents on the waiting list for 

allotments and in particular whether checks were being carried out to establish those that were 
actually being used.  The Planning Services Manager explained that research had been carried 
out on this issue and a draft document was being prepared.  A Report would be presented to a 
future meeting of Cabinet for consideration. 

  
 • Employment 
  
 It had been recognised that there was a need for regeneration in the Cannock Chase area and 

an increased allocation of 84 hectares was proposed for employment purposes for 2006-2021, 
which equated to 28 hectares for each 5 year period. 

  
 • Offices 
  
 An increased allocation of 30,000 sq metres for office purposes was proposed as it had been 

recognised that Cannock Chase had in the past been reliant on the manufacturing industry 
which was declining.  This was in order to achieve a wider range of jobs in such key areas as 
finance, administration, logistics, information technology etc.  Flexibility was required on the 
location of offices and it was considered that they should not necessarily be within town centres 
but also within urban areas. 

  
 • Town Centres 
  
 Cannock Town Centre was the only strategic centre and an allocation of 25,000 square metres 

had been allowed with a further 10,000 from 2021-2026.  An allocation of 40,000 square metres 
had been sought and it was considered that a case for a further 5,000 square metres could be 
made. 

  
 A further Regional Planning Partnership meeting was taking place on 22 October 2007 when the 

Regional Spatial Strategy Phase 2 preferred option would be discussed and finalised for 
submission to the Secretary of State. 

  
 Cannock Chase Local Development Framework 

 
 The Planning Services Manager provided the Select Committee with a summary of the main 

issues raised during the consultation process. 
  
 Local Development Framework – Planning Policy Working Group 
  
 A copy of the Terms of Reference of the Planning Policy Working Group was circulated at the 

meeting which was to be agreed by Cabinet.  It was explained that the Working Group would 
consider the Local Development Framework issues in the future. 

  
13. National Concessionary Fares Scheme 
  
 The Select Committee received a presentation from the Head of Financial Management on the 

National Concessionary Fares Scheme outlining the existing Cannock Chase scheme and the 
proposed National Scheme which comes into effect from 1 April 2008. 
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 It was explained that the National Scheme when introduced would only cover bus journeys in 
England.  Scotland and Wales had their own schemes, but they did not allow cross border 
journeys, although it was considered that in the future this may be reviewed. 

  
 The existing Cannock Chase scheme provided the following additional benefits to the National 

Scheme:- 
 

� free travel extended before 9.30 am and after 11.00 pm 
� half fare travel on the Chaseline Rail 
� travel tokens for those aged 70 or over and those who were blind/partially sighted or 

their carers. 
  
 A report would be presented to Cabinet on this matter in November.  The Select Committee 

requested that Cabinet when considering the National Concessionary Fares Scheme be 
recommended to include within the National Scheme the existing local discretions provided for 
within the current scheme.  Councillor A. Williams agreed that he would advise Cabinet of the 
Select Committee’s views. 

  
 AGREED: 
  
 That Councillor A. Williams, Environment Leader, forward the views of the Environment Select 

Committee to Cabinet. 
  
14. Work Programme of the Environment Select Committee 
  
 Consideration was given to the Work Programme of the Select Committee. 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Work Programme be noted. 
  

  
  
  
  CHAIRMAN 
 


