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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

MONDAY, 7 APRIL 2008 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Mawle, D.L. (Chairman) 
Yates, Ms. W. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Alcott, G. 
 Ball, G.D. 
 Easton, Mrs. D.M. 

 

Easton, R. 
Jones, R. 
Jones, Mrs. A.E. 
 

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. Burnett, L. W. Bullock and A. Williams, 
Environment Leader) 
  
28. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 6 March 2008 be approved as a correct record. 
  
29. Air Quality Action Plan 
  
 The Select Committee received a presentation from the Head of Environmental Health on the Air 

Quality Management Area (AQMA).   
  
 He explained that under the Environment Act 1995 local authorities were required to review and 

assess local air quality against national health based objectives for seven key pollutants set out in 
the Air Quality Regulations 2000 (as amended). 

  
 In June 2006 an AQMA was declared for the A5 between the traffic island at Churchbridge and the   

District boundary at Longford and part of the A460 between the island with the A5 Watling Street 
and the District boundary at Wedges Mills.  The levels of nitrogen dioxide gas at the facades of 
residential properties in the Bridgtown area of the A5 exceeded the annual mean objective, 
although it was noted that the gas tailed off very quickly thereafter.  It was pointed out that the 
limits were only marginally exceeded and that there was not a major problem in Cannock Chase 
with air quality. 
 
The Highways Agency was currently the authority responsible for the trunk road and had been 
unable to pursue a policy of rerouting HGVs from the A5 due to the strategic nature of the road.  
Detrunking negotiations had been ongoing with Staffordshire County Council for a number of years 
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The Council was required to draw up an Action Plan, which would be reviewed by its partners and 
ratified by Council, to be submitted within 12-18 months of the designation of an AQMA to the 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) for approval. 
 
A Steering Group had been established to consider the practicable options available with respect 
to producing the Action Plan and radical ideas had been discussed.  The Environmental Health 
Department was also consulting with the following organisations -  
 

� South Staffs. District Council 
� Staffordshire County Council Highways Department 
� Highways Agency 
� Environment Agency 
� Cannock Chase D.C. Planning Department 
� Bridgtown Parish Council 
� Midland Expressway Limited (M6 Toll road operators) 
� Road Haulage Association 
� Local businesses and developers 
� Cannock Chase PCT 
� The public 

 
 It was reported that monitoring of pollutants would continue and the effectiveness of the actions 

undertaken assessed. 
  
 Measures, amongst others, identified to help alleviate the pollution included:- 

 
� Alterations to lane markings to increase the distance between road users and 

properties 
� Supporting initiatives to encourage hauliers to use motorways rather than trunk 

roads 
� Multi agency checking exercises of emissions 
� Education initiatives to promote responsible driving methods 

 
 The Select Committee considered that if fees to use the toll road were reduced for HGVs or, as on 

the continent, certain parts were free, this would encourage drivers to use it more rather than trunk 
roads.  It was reported that certain factories had closed or moved and this may have led to a 
reduction in pollution.  There were also two very popular truck stops alongside the A5 and often 
drivers would leave the motorway to use them. 

  
The Select Committee requested that further information be presented to them in 12 months on 
what the position was at that time. 
 
AGREED 
 
That when the 2008-09 Work Programme is discussed, the Environment Select Committee 
considers including an item on the air quality management plan. 
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30 Bus Shelter Provision within Cannock Chase District 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Environmental Services (Enclosure 5.1 – 

5.12 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Head of Environmental Services gave an overview of the Report.  He explained that of the 

total of 117 bus shelters in Cannock Chase, 81 were provided and maintained by Cannock Chase 
Council, 23 by Staffordshire County Council, 11 by Adshell and 2 by a Parish Council.  As part of 
the budget process bus shelters were identified as a savings option and that their removal would 
deliver a saving on maintenance costs.  This had been agreed by Council at its meeting on 28 
February 2008.  The savings option was subject to a further report to Cabinet prior it being 
implemented. 

  
 It was proposed to invite ‘expressions of interest’ to manage Council owned sites.  This may be 

subject to an Official Journal of the European Union notice (OJEU formerly the OJEC).  It was 
explained that Adshell was a privately owned company who managed and maintained bus shelters 
generating income from third parties by placing adverts on those sites.  The proposal would be 
subject to similar companies expressing an interest and a tendering process may need to be 
implemented. 

  
 The Select Committee were of the view that repeated vandalism was the main problem.  Concern 

was expressed regarding the removal of bus shelters in the more rural areas and where the elderly 
resided.  It was considered that the provision of roof only bus shelters in a more resilient material 
may not attract the same level of vandalism and would be preferable to no shelter. 

  
 It was explained that an amount of £5,000 had previously been included in the budget, but that this 

funding had continually been exceeded with approximately £6,500/£7,000 being spent on essential 
repairs. 

  
 The Select Committee considered that local companies may be interested in advertising on bus 

shelters along local routes, but were aware that this was potentially a matter which may be subject 
to planning regulations. 
 
In the first instance the Select Committee considered that Parish and Town Councils should be 
written to, to ascertain if they would be willing to take over responsibility for the management and 
maintenance of bus shelters in their area.  The Select Committee requested that a detailed history 
of the relevant bus shelters be provided to the Councils. 
 
AGREED 
 
(A) That Parish and Town Councils be written to with respect to them considering taking over 
 the responsibility of bus shelters in their area. 
 
(B) That a detailed history of the relevant bus shelters be provided to the Parish and Town 
 Councils. 
 
 

  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


