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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER 2008 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Pearce, Mrs. L. J. (Chairman) 
 
 Alcott, G. 
 Bennett, Mrs. D. J. 

 

Mawle, D. L. 
Williams, A. 
 

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors G. D. Ball, J. D. Bernard (Vice-Chairman), L. W. 
Bullock and M. R. Green) 
  
10. Minutes 
  

The Committee was informed that a meeting had recently taken place with Greenstar and they 
would shortly be providing a number of dates when Members could visit the recycling plant at 
Aldridge.  Once these were known Members would be informed in order that a suitable date for the 
visit could be arranged. 
 

 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 4 August 2008 be approved as a correct record. 
  
11. Waste Collection Containers 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Environmental Services (Enclosure 4.1 – 4.9 

of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Head of Environmental Services reported that there had been a significant increase in the 

types and amount of waste being recycled.  He gave an overview of the key issues contained 
within the report and explained that Annex 1 listed those items that could be collected as part of 
the dry recyclable waste collections. 

  
 Presently a dual stream waste recycling collection was being carried out with residents placing 

paper and cardboard in a bag and other materials in a blue box.  The new Materials Recycling 
Facility (MRF) at Aldridge was in its commissioning stage and was capable of taking single stream 
waste.  This could potentially enable waste to be deposited and collected in one vehicle without 
prior sorting. 

  
 It was proposed to undertake trial dry recyclable collections with two hundred wheelie bins being 

supplied, from within existing budgets, to properties split into four areas of fifty.  For the trial period 
residents would use their current green wheelie bin (with a replacement blue lid attached) for 
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recycling, their brown wheelie bin for garden and food waste and a new 180 litre black wheelie bin 
for household waste.  Due to the large demand for these containers by other countries, it was 
envisaged that this would not take place until November/December 2008.  Continuous monitoring 
would be carried out to collate and evaluate the results of the trial which would be carried out for a 
minimum of 3 and maximum of 6 months. 

  
 Approximately 200 residents had previously been surveyed and 83% had stated that they would 

prefer a wheelie bin for dry recyclable materials. 
  

The Committee considered that if residents were provided with some type of re-sealable bag, this 
may encourage residents to recycle more food waste and help eliminate associated problems with 
insects etc.  Concern was also raised with respect to broken glass as a result of bottles etc., being 
dropped from a greater height into containers and whether residents should receive some form of 
notice warning. 

  
AGREED 
 

(A) That Members note the contents of the report. 
 

(B) That Members endorse the proposed trial contained within the report and recommend to 
 Cabinet that the trial is undertaken. 
 

(C) That, subject to Cabinet approval of the trial, a further report on the outcome of the trial be 
 submitted to a meeting of the Environment Policy Development Committee. 
 

(D) That the possibility of providing residents with some form of re-sealable bag for food waste 
 recycling purposes and a warning notice with respect to broken glass be investigated. 

  
12. Work Programme 2008/09 

 
 Consideration was given to the Work Programme of the Environment Policy Development 

Committee.  The Head of Environmental Services informed the Committee that the following 
matters would be discussed at the next meeting:- 
 

• Traffic impact of potential waste facility at Four Ashes - Mr. Ian Benson from Staffordshire 
County Council will be in attendance 

 

• Local Development Framework - Mr. John Heminsley, Planning Services Manager 
 

The Committee were informed that at a meeting of the Scrutiny Committee concern was raised 
with respect to the Council not having a policy to produce reports on double sided paper and that 
this issue would be added to the Work Programme of the Environment Policy Development 
Committee. 

  

AGREED 
 

 (A) That the Work Programme be noted, subject to the following amendment:- 
  

(B) That the issue of the Council not having a policy to produce reports on double sided paper 
 be considered. 

 
 

 

  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


