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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ACCESS TO SKILLS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ENTERPRISE SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

MONDAY, 21 APRIL 2008 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

Ansell, Mrs. P.A. (Chairman) 
Bennett, K.L. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Alcott, G. 
 Davies, D.N. 
 Dixon, D.I. 

 

Faulkner, B.J. 
Jones, R. 
Yates, Ms. W. 

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors I.R. Carr and M.J. Holder). 
  
24. Declaration of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction 

on Voting by Members 
  
 Member Nature of Interest Type 
    
 Ansell, Mrs. P.A. Governor  at Cannock Chase College Personal 
    
 Ansell, Mrs. P.A. Member of the Destination Partnership 

Management Board 
Personal 

    
 Jones, R. Employed by Wolverhampton and Sutton 

Coldfield Colleges 
Personal 

  
25. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 18 March, 2008 be approved as a correct record. 
  
 The Chairman reported that an informal meeting had recently taken place with Members 

and Staffordshire County Council in respect of the issues surrounding Kingswood 
Lakeside. She indicated that the meeting had progressed well and a good response was 
received from the County. 

  
 She reported that with regard to the proposed merger of Cannock, Tamworth & Lichfield 

and Rodbaston College, a positive response to the consultation had been agreed by 
Cabinet Members. 
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 Councillor G. Alcott suggested that an invite be extended to Head Teachers of a number 

of Local Schools to attend a future meeting of the Select Committee to discuss the 
disparity between schools in relation to local educational performance.  

  
26. Developing the Local Visitor Economy 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Professor Rick Ball, Staffordshire University to the meeting to 

give a presentation on Developing the Local Visitor Economy.  
  
 He reported that the CESR (Centre for Economic and Social Regeneration) and explained 

that the University has a longstanding working with the Council, in particular a Visitor 
Economy Strategy in 1995 which was updated in 2002 and themed as Developing a 
Sustainable Visitor Economy. 

  
 Professor Ball reported that prior to the mid 1990s there was no developed research 

strategy for Cannock Chase and little or no promotional activity. Furthermore, there was 
no sense of direction for the local visitor economy. 

  
 He reported since the 1990s there is a more prominent visitor economy with new hotels 

and bed spaces and new and stronger attractions. He also indicated that there was 
increased private sector investment and more jobs aligned to the visitor economy. Some 
recent evidence of the stronger visitor economy included new and enhanced attractions, 
high level visitor satisfaction and a sustained and increasing interest from the private 
sector. 

  
 Professor Ball then asked Members if they had any questions regarding the presentation. 
  
 A Member noted that there was a need to balance the local visitor economy with retaining 

the features of areas such as the Chase. The Chairman explained that it was important for 
people to use areas such as the Chase but there was a need for the areas to be managed 
properly.  

  
 It was reported that there was inadequate signage directing the public to the Chase. Ms. 

Karen Ward, Economic Development Officer (Tourism and Projects) reported that the 
AONB had recently approved a signage strategy and an event would be held on 7 May, 
2008 to outline how the matter is to be addressed. 

  
 A further Member was keen to know what the current position was in relation to the ‘Chase 

Hopper’ service. Ms. Ward reported that the ‘Chase Hopper’ was a taxi bus service which 
ran along a specific route around Cannock Chase was available to all Members of the 
public to use. However the facility had been withdrawn given the lack of use.  

  
27. The Staffordshire Destination Management Partnership – The Way Forward 
  
 The Chairman welcomed Mr. Roger Bradshaw, Head of Economic Regeneration, 

Staffordshire County Council to the meeting to give a presentation regarding the 
Staffordshire Destination Management Partnership. 

  
 Mr. Bradshaw reported that tourism was Staffordshire’s largest growing industry with 22 
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million visitors each year and £927 million per annum received from tourists visiting 
Staffordshire, and informed Members that leading attractions in Staffordshire included 
Alton Towers and visits to the Staffordshire Moorlands. However he reported that there 
were not enough overnight stays which could be due to Staffordshire being within easy 
reach of significant parts of the Country. 

  
 Mr. Bradshaw outlined the Strategic Context and reported on how a competitive 

advantage could be created.  
  
 He reported on key activity to date from the launch in April 2006 which included strong 

private sector support with 500 members in the first year and approximately 600 in 
2007/08, and provided information on the three year delivery plan which confirmed that 
Staffordshire was the most advanced DMP in the region. 

  
 Members viewed slides which provided Information on the organisational structure, and 

how funding for the DMP was made up during 2007/08. 
  
 He reported on the outputs for 2007/08 which included 40,000 additional enquiries, 170 

assisted businesses and 100 businesses engaged through research.  
  
 Mr. Bradshaw provided further information on the Delivery Plan 2008/11 and reported that 

there were 20,000 visitors in December 2007 and currently there were 40,000 visitors, with 
100,000 registered on the DMP database. He also reported on Quality, Training and 
Business Support.  

  
 Further information was also provided on Product Development, Research and Monitoring 

and the West Midlands Visitor Economy Strategy. He reported that there was a Rural 
Development Programme for England and a bid had been placed for £130-140K from 
Advantage West Midlands. 

  
 Mr. Bradshaw then asked Members if they had any questions regarding the presentation. 
  
 The Chairman as a member of the DMP thanked staff and the private sector for their input 

into the Partnership. 
  
 Members were keen to know what would happen when the DMP finished its work in 3 

years time. Mr. Bradshaw advised that there was at least a minimum of 10 years work for 
the DMP given potential support from the private and public sector and the next stage was 
that of inward investment.  

  
 Mr. Glenn Watson, Economic Development Manager thanked Officers, Professor Ball and 

Mr. Bradshaw for their continued effort in attracting people to Staffordshire.  
  
28. Staffordshire Local Area Agreement (LAA) - Update 
  
 Mr. Watson circulated the Proposed LAA Improvement Targets to Members of the Select 

Committee and reported that at the request of Government Office the LAA had been 
refreshed based on a maximum of 35 out of the current 198 indicators.  

  
 He advised that the indicators shown would form the core of the Economic Development 
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and Enterprise element of new LAA and would be monitored County wide but would also 
need to be embraced at District level. 

  
 He reported that the indicators in relation to adding value in the District and Inward 

Investment were removed during the refresh; however the Committee would still be kept 
informed of the indicators although they were not formally part of the new LAA.  

  
 In response to a question raised by a Member regarding affordable homes, Mr. Watson 

provided Members with information in respect of what an affordable home was and also 
reported that certain areas of land with newly built homes could be transferred from a 
building contractor to a housing association and affordable homes were available through 
that route. 

  
29. Local Jobs for Local People – Update on Select Committees recommendations 

2006/07 
  
 Mr. Watson circulated a list containing the Select Committees Recommendations for 

2006/07 and reported that the list provided information on the outcome in respect of the 
subject area, and indicated that a number of the recommendations were likely to need 
further reviewing.  

  
  
  
  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


