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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

ENVIRONMENT POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

4 AUGUST, 2008 

REPORT OF HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

TRADE WASTE RECYCLING 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide Members with information on the Trade Waste Recycling Collection Trial. 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 That Members note the contents of this report. 

2.2 That in noting the above that members receive a further report on the outcome of the trial which 
is proposed to run for a further 6 months. 

3. Key Issues 

3.1 Cannock Chase Council is required under EU Directives to divert as much waste as possible 
from landfill by reducing, reusing and recycling waste. 

3.2 Under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 (section 52) Household Waste recycling credits 
are payable by the Waste Disposal Authority (Staffordshire County Council) to Cannock Chase 
District Council for every tonne of waste diverted from landfill through recycling.  

3.3 Trade Waste recycling is not included within the recycling credits scheme. 

3.4 As a Waste Collection Authority the Council has a duty under section 45(1) of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1990 to arrange to do so.  This requirement to arrange collection 
effectively means that the authority is responsible for the provision of trade waste collection 
even if it is collected by a private sector company.  Therefore, commercial waste either 
collected by a waste collection authority or a private sector company on the authority’s behalf is 
municipal waste. 

3.5 From 31st October 2007 new legislation came into force requiring businesses to pre-treat their 
waste i.e. sort recyclable materials from their residual waste   It is anticipated that the directive 
must be fully implemented by July 2009.  

 3.6 The Environment Agency have stated that if a Local Authority is collecting trade waste as part 
of its Municipal Solid Waste ( MSW ) collection service, it will form part of the MSW stream and 
will be subject to statutory landfill diversion targets.  However, trade waste collected as part of 
this service can be classed as treated. 
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4.4 At present the Council has a contract with Greenstar Ltd to take recyclable materials to its new 
Materials Recycling Facility (MRF) site at Aldridge, Walsall.  The Council is required to pay a 
gate fee to Greenstar less a rebate from them for the value of the materials sold. 

4.5 The anticipated annual recycling tonnage of 33.4 tonnes stated in 4.3 has not been achieved 
during the 3 month trial.  The actual figures collected would equate to approximately 13 tonnes 
of recycled waste. 

4.6 It is suggested to Members that we consider extending the trial for a further 6 months and add 
an additional 10 businesses to the trial collections. Furthermore, it is proposed to increase the 
types of waste that can be recycled with the extended trade waste trial collections. Thus would  
mirror the new arrangements that were introduced on 30th June 2008 for household recycling 
collections, i.e. single stream collection of cardboard, paper, glass, plastics and cans. 

5. Summary 

5.1 Providing a recycling service to businesses which have current contracts with the Council 
would benefit the environment by diverting more waste from a landfill and, if it can be proved 
cost effective, then this will be another new initiative introduced by the Council. 

5.2 Although any recycling tonnages will not be allowed to be included the Councils recycling 
percentages or recycling credits system, this can be reported as further tonnages of waste that 
have been diverted from landfill and would contribute to Staffordshire’s Local Area Agreement 
targets on recycling trade waste. 

5.3 The outcome of the trial to date has shown that the anticipated recycling tonnage has not been 
achieved.  However, further analysis of the customer’s residual waste going to landfill needs to 
be undertaken. 

5.4 Extending the trial for a further 6 months and increasing the types of waste that can be recycled 
and the number of recycling collection trial customers to 20, would also assist in the analysis of 
waste referred to in 5.3,  
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Section 1 

Background 

On the 15 January, 2008 the Environment Select Committee received a report on Trade Recycling. 

The Council has been collecting trade waste from local businesses for a number of years but there has 
been no provision for the collection of recyclable materials.  It is important that the Council consider the 
provision of a recyclable collection for the current businesses which have contracts with the Council.  

Very few Local Authorities in England recycle trade waste and of the authorities in   Staffordshire, East 
Staffs BC collect cardboard and paper from approximately 40 – 50 businesses and Lichfield DC collect 
co-mingled recyclables from approximately 30 businesses. 

The Council has a potential 100 current businesses who may wish to participate in trade recycling. 

Section 2 

Details of Matters to be Considered  

The current information that is available for the percentage breakdown of materials that are delivered to 
the Poplars landfill site in Cannock show; 

Municipal Household Waste 40% 

Trade / industrial waste 40% 

Soil  20%.  

Waste collection authorities have a duty under section 45(1) of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 
to arrange to collect trade waste.  This requirement to arrange trade waste collection (when requested)  
means that the authority is responsible for the waste generated even if it is collected by a private sector 
company.  Therefore, commercial waste either collected by a waste collection authority or a private 
sector company on the authority’s behalf is municipal waste. 

As stated in the Summary section of this report very few Local Authorities in England recycle trade 
waste and of the authorities in   Staffordshire, East Staffs BC collect cardboard and paper from 
approximately 40 – 50 businesses and Lichfield DC collect co-mingled recyclables from approximately 
30 businesses. 

It is proposed to extend the trial for a further 6 months (July/December 2008) to further analyse 
customer’s waste streams. 

Section 3 

Contributions to CHASE 

Waste Recycling contributes directly to the Council’s CHASE objectives in enhancing and protecting 
the environment. 
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Section 10 

Human Resource Implications 

There are no human resource implications arising directly from this report. 

Section 11 

Conclusions 

If a Trade Waste Recycling Scheme is introduced then there will be a decrease in trade waste 
tonnages taken to landfill. In order to undertake such a scheme the proposed trial will help establish if it 
is cost effective to do so. 


